Congratulations to Dutton Park, Cheshire –
the Woodland Trust’s Wood of the Month for January 2013
Out of its 1200 woods, the Woodland Trust has chosen Dutton Park, Cheshire to be
January’s Wood of the Month. The wood will be promoted on the Trust’s website as
well as by Cheshire & Merseyside Site Manager, Clare Burnside, who says, “It’s
fantastic for Dutton Park to be chosen as one of the Trust’s ‘Woods of the Month’ for
2013. January can seem like quite an uninspiring month nature-wise, but Dutton Park
has something to offer at all times of the year. The 60-foot, 175-year-old Dutton
Viaduct is spectacular, and the River Weaver provides an important wildlife corridor,
where otters and water voles may be found. And, of course, kestrels and buzzards
can be spotted in the skies overhead at any time of the year.”
The Park covers nearly 50 acres, ranging from grassy wetland by the river, to ancient
woodland and flat, grassy expanses. Visitors can enjoy a wander up from the wellmaintained paths along the river to the sloping ancient woodland to reach the
flourishing meadows, where the course of the ‘old’ river can be seen in the
preponderance of ponds, where amphibian life now proliferates.
Since the Woodland Trust acquired the site in 2006, they’ve taken measures to
preserve the ancient woodland and to encourage native species to regenerate
following overgrazing. Thanks to the support of Cheshire Wildlife Trust, biodiversity
has also been improved with the introduction of a herd of rare-breed longhorn cattle,
vital to maintaining a diverse habitat, whose grazing has helped to re-establish many
wild flowers, which will be in abundance later in the year – giving the visitor a great
reason to return in warmer weather.
For more information visit www.woodlandtrust.org.uk/dutton; or, if you would like to
dedicate
a tree or
an
area
of
woodland
at
this
site,
visit
http://www.woodlandtrustshop.com/dedications-groupfunds.
ENDS
For further information contact Debra Williams on 07783 997129, the Woodland Trust
press office on 01476 581121, or email chrishickman@woodlandtrust.org.uk.
The Woodland Trust is the UK’s leading charity championing native woods and trees.
It has 300,000 members and supporters.
The Trust has three key aims: i) to enable the creation of more native woods and
places rich in trees ii) to protect native woods, trees and their wildlife for the future iii)
to inspire everyone to enjoy and value woods and trees.

Established in 1972, the Woodland Trust now has over 1,000 sites in its care
covering approximately 20,000 hectares (50,000 acres). Access to its sites is free.

